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Abstract

Continuity & Discontinuity in Herman Bavinck's

Understanding of Creation and Providence

Prof, Dr, Lee Samuel-Y

Bavinck discusses his understanding of creation from the

following three points: creation from nothing (creatio ex nihilo),

Continuity & Discontinuity in

the trinitarian perspective, and Christ as the mediator of creation.

Creatio ex nihilo has necessarily produced a two-fold under-

Herman Bavinck’s

standing consisting of the first creation & the second creation.

In his trinitarian understanding of creation Bavinck has correctly

emphasized a continuity between the doctrine of Trinity and

Undlerstanding of Creation and

creation. However, Bavinck, with his emphasis on the divine

idea, has wrongly exhibited a strong tendency to accept and

P Vo Vldel/! ce

utilize the Platonic concept of ‘idea’. Christ as the mediator

of creation shows that all things were created by and through

Him. The generation of the Son is understood as emanation

and thus perfect communication of the essence of the God the

Father, while creation as a parabolic and imperfect communication.

Bavinck’s understanding of providence is presented along the

three elements of preservation, cooperation, and government,

which had long been the subjects of discussion in traditional

Reformed theology. These three elements are viewed not as




separate entities but as sharing common points.” The relationship

between creation and providence, as proposed by Bavinck, seems

to have continuity as they are seen from the perspective of

universality. In actual realization of this continuity, discontinuity

between the two is revealed as we consider them in terms of .

singularity/perpetuity and God’s externalfinternal work. Bavinck
further delineates, in the case of pantheism, creation and
providence are virtually identified so that there only remains
continuity between them. In deism, however, discontinuity is
strongly emphasized that continuity between them is almost
eliminated unless the relationship between Creator and creatures
is completely reversed. Lastly, while creation has been solely
discussed in terms of the doctrine of Trinity, it is not true anymore
in the discussion of providence. Here we find a formal
discontinuity between the two. In Bavinck’s thought, however,
this formal discontinuity does not simply result in essential
discontinuity. Because his trinitarian understanding of the Trinity
informs us the essence of continuity is guaranteed by the work

of the God the Holy Spirit, the Creator and the Provider.

Keywords | Herman bavinck, Creation, Providence,

Continuity, Discontinuity
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